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Greetings Soror,

Sisterhood Month is upon us and there is no better time to celebrate

and love on a Special Soror. I hope the Sisterhood Month Calendar

created by Membership Services is a helpful guide as you plan and

celebrate. I’m sure any sisterly gesture of love will be appreciated by

your Special Soror.

In the spirit of Sisterhood Month, I would like to take this moment to

express my gratitude and love for my Suffolk Alumnae Sorors. The

overwhelming amount of support and love from our chapter

members has truly been a blessing. God has blessed our chapter with

so many talented women who have dedicated their time and gifts to

the growth of Suffolk Alumnae.

A special thank you to every committee chair and co-chair for all of

the amazing ideas that have been made a reality. To every

committee member that stepped in to complete a task, I thank you.

For every Soror that participated in a fundraiser event, attended a

Facebook Live event, viewed a recorded video, shared a social media

post, and/or subscribed to our YouTube Channel, I thank you. It has

taken the contribution of every single member to make this sorority

year a success. I thank each of you for your contribution.  

As you read through the newsletter, enjoy photos of past SAC events,  

 provided by Soror Belinda S. Pitts, Second Vice President, showcasing

and highlighting our sisterhood, love, and appreciation for one

another!

Blessings to all of my dear sweet Sorors,
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Provided by Membership Services

THINKING ABOUT YOU

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!"

Psalm 133:1 (NKJV)

Our heavenly Father is pleased when we come together in fellowship- He said so in

His Word. Maybe that is why we seem to be so happy when we're able to be

together. Nonetheless, the pandemic has prevented us from meeting in person.

However, the scripture doesn’t mention “in person”. This reminds me of another

scripture. "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in

their midst.” Matthew 18:20 (NASB) 

Come together with your Sisters for the Chapter’s Zoom Prayer Call on Mondays

at 8:00 p.m. Email your specific prayer request to sacdst64.chap@gmail.com.  And

remember, never hesitate to reach out if you need an open ear or even just a smile.

Please know that we are happy to support you in any way we can during this

challenging time.

Violets & Pearls,

Your Membership Services Committee

Sorors Wendy Hicks, Betty Montgomery, Tia Hughes,

Lonice Darden Williams, Robin Edwards-Clark, LaToya

Gregg, Jacqueline Matthews, Melody Matthews Calloway,

Brenda Boston, Lakeila Powell, Joyce Diggs, Joyice Powell

Jones, Gail Hinton-Copeland, Tess Turner, Lorri Banks,

Erin Banks, Julia James, LaShawndra Walker, and Vicki

Wiggins-Pittman

Our thoughts and prayers are with you!
Please continue to pray for our Sorors who have recently

suffered a loss, are ill, recovering from surgery, have been

under the weather, or are facing one of life's many

challenges.  Those that we are aware of include:
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Provided by You!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Hey Soror, We want to hear from you!

April is filled with a lot of us

celebrating a DeltaVersary, eighty-two

(82) of us to be exact!  If you have a

DeltaVersary in April, we would like for

you to share with us “Why you

became a member of our illustrious

sorority”.  Please limit your submission

to 100 words or less, and submit it to 

 sacdst64.newsletter@gmail.com by 

 Friday, March 19, 2021. 

Provided by You!

POSTING PICS

M A R .  2 0 2 1  |  I S S U E  7  |  P A G E  3

We are celebrating Sisterhood Month

throughout the month of March.  Be sure

to use the calendar below to celebrate

with us.  Post pictures on Facebook

carrying out the day's commemorative

activity.  We can't wait to see you!  

CONGRATULATIONS
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A Norfolk native, Soror Joyice Ann Powell Jones

claims Portsmouth home since she grew up there.

An honor graduate of I.C. Norcom High School, she

enrolled at Lincoln University (PA) in 1968 and was

initiated into Delta Sigma Theta on November 16,

1969, through Epsilon Phi, a city-wide undergrad

chapter in Philadelphia, because there were no

sororities on campus at the former all-male school.

This pledge line gave Epsilon Phi enough Sorors on

campus to form a Chapter of their own. Soror Powell

was honored to be one of 16 women to charter Zeta

Omega Chapter on December 13, 1969 – her most

cherished Delta accomplishment. However, a great

regret was her not graduating from Lincoln. Soror

Powell Jones joined Suffolk Alumnae in 1997 by

invitation. Inspired by her Sorors, and wanting to

fulfill Delta’s membership requirement of being a

college-educated woman, she returned to school and

earned two Bachelor's and one Master's degree from

three different universities. Before taking a leave of

absence from SAC, Soror Powell Jones chaired the

Heritage & Archives, Computer Projects, and

Publicity Committees; served on the Arts & Letters,

Ways & Means, and Cotillion Souvenir Journal

Committees; and helped in other areas where

needed.

Soror Powell Jones worked many years in various jobs before retiring in 2011. She is now

a part-time Administrative Assistant and Tour Guide at Riddick’s Folly House Museum in

Suffolk. Her hobbies are reading, traveling, and dining out. Last year she celebrated 26

years of marriage with Rev. Dr. Wong-ya G. Jones, Sr. She is the proud mother of a

daughter, two sons, and a stepson, who has blessed his dad and her with seven

grandchildren and three great-grands. Her favorite Biblical passage is Philippians 4:4-7,

11-13. Soror Powell Jones is glad to be back with SAC and looks forward to being an active

member again.

We are glad to have

you back in SAC,

Soror Powell Jones!

Provided by Soror Joyice Powell Jones

DELTA DEARS
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Soror Whitley was initiated in the Suffolk Alumnae Chapter in April 2006.  She
has served as the Sergeant-at-Arms, Second Vice President, Chair of Physical and
Mental Health, Membership Services, Social Action, and Cotillion Enrichment
Chairperson.  Currently, she serves as the Co-Chair of Social Action and lends her
time to Ways and Means, Program Planning and Development, and Media
Relations.  She has been awarded the Committee Chair of the Year and Alumnae
Soror of the Year.

Soror Whitley is an active member of several community organizations.  She was
taught about serving the community by her parents. She loves to share her time,
skills, and talent to help anyone with a worthy cause.  Her passion is advocating
for people, especially youth who have challenges or obstacles that hinder them
in their pursuit of greatness. “God has blessed me and brought me through some
challenging times and I praise Him for His goodness and mercy. I’ve learned to
laugh at life a little more and find balance by not being concerned about the
things that I can’t control.”

Soror Robin J. Whitley was born and raised in
Wilmington, Delaware. After graduating from
Wilmington High School, she continued her
studies at North Carolina State University where
she received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology.  She worked as a Chemist with the City
of Raleigh in Water Treatment before moving to
Suffolk, VA.  Soror Whitley currently works with
the City of Suffolk as a Quality Control Lab
Technician and looks forward to retiring in four
years. 

Robin considers herself a foodie and loves to try new
restaurants. She enjoys watching documentaries,
reading, shoe shopping, and buying jewelry.  Her new
hobby is collecting Delta pins and brooches.  She has
been married to the love of her life, Dr. Thomas A.
Whitley for 25 years and they have two amazing
children, her sonshine Garrett, and her heartbeat
Kamryn Nichole.

Soror Whitley, thank you

for sharing your passions,

gifts, and talents with us!
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through Membership Services
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Women We Admire
I am blessed to be surrounded by three

beautiful women in my life: My mother,

Vermelle T. Byrd, and daughters

Charmaine Walker and LaShawndra

Walker.  My mother's longevity, energy,

and wit sustain me, and my daughters'

love and encouragement keep me

moving forward.  I am blessed to be

surrounded by these ladies.

Soror Barbara Bryd Walker,

Eta Tau - Virginia Commonwealth

Univ., Fall 1978
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A woman I admire is none other than

my cousin, Josette Miles! Jo has been

there for me since day one! I believe she

was right there as my mom was giving

birth. We have a bond like no other.

She’s a talented artist, decorator and an

awesome grandmother! Josette is a God-

fearing woman, often using prayer to

get us through difficult times! She’s

positive, uplifting and will offer a word

of encouragement to anyone! She is my

road dog! I am so blessed to have her in

my life!! She brings joy and sunshine no

matter where she is! 

Soror Charlie Fairchild,

Lambda Eta - Old Dominion Univ.,

Spr. 1980
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Women We Admire

My Inspiration: My Mother, My Soror, My Friend!

Soror Jacqueline Allen has been in my life, all my

life. If I started to list all the characteristics of

this Beautiful & Godly Woman, it would start

like this: Kind, Trustworthy, Encouraging, Loyal,

Honest, Comforting, and most of all Loving!

Mother has inspired me to also live by these

characteristics.

Someone once said, "Making a Friend is an act of

Grace. Having a Friend is a Gift. Keeping a Friend

is a Virtue. Being a Friend is an Honor.” Love You

Dearly, Mother, Soror & Friend. 

Soror Tamara A. McBride,

Alpha Gamma - Morgan State Univ., Fall 1979
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In 1988, Pam and I became close when we
pledged the Suffolk Alumnae Chapter on the
spring line of 1988 (our mothers were also line
sisters). We became Sorors and close friends. I
found Pam to be sincere, caring, talented, task-
oriented, compassionate, highly educated, and
deeply rooted in the Lord. She always gets the job
done.
 
Pamela is special to me because she was a very
dedicated daughter and she is a devoted wife,
loving mother, and compassionate sister. She is
my sister in Delta, Links, Love, and the Lord. Her
destiny in life is to make a difference.
Soror Patricia L. Richards-Spruill,
SAC, Spr. 1988, Arts & Letters Chair



My family and I walked into a church

17 years ago that we had lived behind

for five years, but didn't know

existed. Standing in the pulpit was a

female preacher. Me, coming from a

church down south where the Pastor

did not allow women in the pulpit, I

was amazed. I cannot recall how the

friendship developed, but I know that

she helped me believe in myself,

increased my confidence, and helped

me to see my hidden potential. She

became more than my Assistant

Pastor, she became my friend-my

Aunt Betty Anne-my sister. She

became my Soror Betty Montgomery.

Soror Belinda S. Pitts,

SAC, Spr. 2018, Second Vice PresidentS
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Women We Admire
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Soror Beverly Washington is

special to me because she

checked on me after the worst

time of my life. She called,

visited, emailed, and gifted me

often.

Soror Guinelle Trower-Koonce, 

SAC, Spr. 1993



On Saturday, February 13, 2021, at 12:00 p.m., the Arts and Letters Committee of SAC presented

its “Third Annual Black History Extravaganza” on FACEBOOK LIVE for people to learn more

about the effects of racisms and how to challenge negative stereotypes through art, dance,

storytelling, and music.  Soror Martin (Richmond Alumnae Chapter) enlightened us with a

special presentation of her great grandmother, Florence “Brickhouse” Bowser, a dedicated

educator, hard worker, and community activist who had a goal “to improve the quality of

education for all.“  Florence Bowser Elementary School is located on Nansemond Parkway.

Chapter participants included Sorors Gregg-Chappell, Fairchild, Bethea, Paul, Steverson, and

Richards-Spruill. Soror Stebbins (Prince George’s County Alumnae Chapter) and her daughters

presented art. Also, featured were Youth Praise Dancers from First Baptist Church Mahan, Mrs.

Frances McNair, and EMBODI.  

Membership Services assisted Arts and Letters with the program and Media Relations also

worked tirelessly to make the dream of Arts of Letters come alive virtually.  

The Arts and Letters committee was excited to showcase this event virtually, and graciously

thank all of the participants for their talent and/or contribution in making this event a success.

  Black History Month is a testament to the power of voice.  We should be proud to celebrate

black culture and embrace our African heritage.  As members of the Suffolk Alumnae Chapter

of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, let us continue to educate, inspire, and support

our community, as history has its eyes on us.

Our 3rd Annual Black History Extravaganza video is available on our YouTube channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/SuffolkAlumnaeChapterDST1964 
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THIRD ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY

EXTRAVAGANZA
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Deltaversary

Happy 

Provided by Courtesy & Hospitality

CELEBRATING SORORS

March BirthdaysMarch BirthdaysMarch Birthdays
03/03 Dr. Judith Brooks-Buck

03/08  Deborah Sanford

03/17 Sharon Knight

03/19 Belinda S. Pitts

03/23 Melleasenah Rountree

DeltaversaryDeltaversaryDeltaversary   
Lorri Banks, Miami Alumnae, 1987

 Jacqueline Allen, Montclair Alumnae, 1994

 Angela Hicks, SAC, 1996

Gail Pulley, SAC, 1996

Deborah Sanford, SAC, 1996

Melleasenah Rountree, SAC, 1996

Simone Boothe, Gamma Lambda, 2002

Dr. LaShawndra Walker, Alpha, 2009
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Redistricting is the process of drawing electoral district boundaries to make each district

have the same number of people.  Throughout the process when a party has control of a

district, and they manipulate the boundaries to create a result that either helps their party or

hurts the other party, that is political gerrymandering. Gerrymandering is not fair, and

always has a negative effect on communities of color.  To attempt to eliminate

gerrymandering and make redistricting fair many states have different ways to draw lines.

In Virginia, we voted on a constitutional amendment to form a bipartisan commission.  The

commission has eight legislators and eight members who were nominated by the General

Assembly leaders and picked by a panel of retired judges. Due to COVID-19,  Virginia’s

Redistricting Commission is still waiting on data from the 2020 Census to draw new

legislative maps. Meanwhile, we will have to rely on old maps that were drawn in 2011.

However, the great news is that in 2019, the courts stepped in to end racial gerrymandering

and had to redraw 11 maps (Suffolk was one of them), and many surrounding areas benefited

from the court order.

This is a prime example of why it’s important to vote in every election and complete every

census.  The census affects our way of life in numerous ways.  In November, Virginia will have

every seat in the House of Delegates up for reelection along with the Governor, Lieutenant

Governor, and Attorney General.   Many cities will also have several offices up for election such

as Commonwealth Attorney, Treasurer, Commissioner of Revenue, Clerk of Court, Sheriff, and

the Soil and Water Commission.

Provided by Social Action

REDISTRICTING 101

The National Social Action Commission
held a webinar to educate Sorors
about Redistricting:  Every ten years our

country has a census that is used to

determine the change in the count of the

population. That count determines the

redistribution of the 435 seats in the U.S.

House of Representatives known as

reapportionment.  
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Committees, please email all

submissions to

sacdst64.newsletter@gmail.com by the

Friday after Executive Board Meeting,

Friday, March 19, 2021.  If you have any

questions, feel free to email us.

The Newsletter Subcommittee falls under the Media

Relations Committee, Soror Sharon Slaughter, Chair

and Soror Erin Lawrence, Co-Chair.  The Delta

Download is for us, about us, and by us.  If there is

something you would like to see featured in our

chapter newsletter, let us know.

FRIDAY
2ND2ND
Virtual Sisterhood Game Night

Friday, March 12, at 7PM
Sisterhood Game Night

Register in advance for this activity:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ucOqgpjMtH9OF_4NR6aCDTingFfPMG4XM

 

Newsletter Contributors/Editors
Sorors Bridgette M. Buckner, Regina McKinney, Alexis Jordan-Smith, & Robin Whitley

Provided by Heritage and Archives

BACK IN THE DAY

The fall initiates of 1968 were the
second line of SAC.  Do you know
the year of the first line?  Do you

know how many lines have crossed
over in SAC since 1964?
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SAC Fall 1968 Initiates
Ruth Miles, Ellen Ross      , Cora Boone      , Jackie Matthews

1964
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SAC
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Adrienne Simmons

Adrienne Turner

Alexia Wiggins

Alexis Smith

Angela Hicks

Barbara B. Walker

Belinda S. Pitts

Betty Montgomery

Beverly Washington-Williams

Brenda Boston

Bridgette M. Buckner

Camino Staton

Carolyn Mayfield

Cassidy Lewis

Charlene Christian-Andrews

Charlette Fairchild

Cherelle Mason-Harris

Crystal Phillips

Dana Woodson

Darlene Lascano

Davida Harrell-Williams

Deborah Norris

Deborah Sanford

Dionna Scott

Doris Johnson

Ebony Hudson

Echoe Edmond

Ericka Counts

Erin Banks

Erin Lawrence

Ernestine Kearney

Felicia DeLoatch

Felita Steverson

Frances Hasty

Gail Hinton-Copeland

Gail Pulley

Gayle Spencer-Ridley

Gina Knight

 

Marion Keeling

Mary Hicks

Mary Steverson

Melleasenah Rountree

Melody Matthews

Nancy Adams

Nicole Austin

Nicole Randolph

Pamela Jones-Watford

Patricia Richards-Spruill

Pharnethia Jackson

Regina McKinney

Robin Edwards-Clark

Robin Gregg-Chappell

Robin Whitley

Sandra Parker

Sandra Walton

Sharon Knight

Sharon Slaughter

Shawn Harris

Shea Skinner

Simone Boothe

Sonia Bethea

Stephanie Blue

Takiyah Brown

Tamara McBride

Tenesha Hicks

Tess Turner

Tia Hughes

Tina M. Paul

Toni Thomas

Vanessa Harris

Vermelle Byrd

Vicki Wiggins-Pittman

Wendy Hicks

Yilla Smith-Harry

Yolanda Alston

Gloria Mizelle

Gloria Spruiell

Guinelle Trower-Koonce

Gwendolyn Williams

Helen Lewis

Helivi Holland

Jacqueline Allen

Jacqueline Matthews

Jacquelyn Lawrence

Jan Elion

Janice Smith

Jess Moore

Jewel Anderson

Joy Porter

Joyce Diggs

Joyice Powell Jones

Juanita Glover

Judith Brooks-Buck

Julia James

Kathryn Allen-Stamps

Katrina Cary

Katrina Price

Kelli McCray

Kier Holland

Kimberly Battle Hitchman

Kimberly Penerton

Kimberly Pitt

Kimberly Vincent

LaCleder Odom

Lakeila Powell

LaShawndra Walker

LaShonda Anderson

LaTonya Williams

Latoya Gregg

Lonice Darden-Williams

Lorri Banks

Lula Holland

Marcia Brown

 

The Suffolk Alumnae Chapter Sisterhood
2020-2021
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